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AUSTRALIA is under pressure to reject Sri Lanka's 
choice of a senior military commander as its next top 
envoy in Canberra over a war crimes controversy dating 
from Sri Lanka's grisly civil war with Tamil separatists. 
Former Sri Lankan navy chief Thisara Samarasinghe 
has reportedly been nominated to fill the vacant posi-
tion of high commissioner to Australia. 
But The Age understands the Foreign Affairs Depart-
ment - which must decide if it will accept the nomina-
tion - sees the appointment as ''problematic'' for Aus-
tralia amid calls for a United Nations investigation into 
human rights violations in Sri Lanka. 
Advertisement: Story continues below  
 
The issue also threatens to derail Australia's official co-
operation with Sri Lanka on immigration controls and 
asylum seekers fleeing the aftermath of the long-
running civil war. 
 
No specific allegation of war crimes arising from the 
conflict have been made against Vice-Admiral Samaras-
inghe, who took over as chief of the Sri Lankan Navy 
in July 2009 after the end of the civil war. 
But Tamil community leaders in Australia have de-
manded that Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd reject the 

nomination in protest at Sri Lanka's refusal to allow an 
international war crimes tribunal. 
Plans to send another senior military commander as Sri 
Lanka's envoy to Britain were reportedly scotched by Co-
lombo after protests in London. 
 
''It clearly shows that Sri Lanka is slowly becoming a mili-
tary state,'' said Sam Pari of the Australian Tamil Con-
gress. ''Their diplomatic posts are being taken over by 
military or former military personnel and I think that's a 
very, very worrying sign.'' 
 
The Foreign Affairs department and the Sri Lankan High 
Commission in Canberra both declined to discuss the 
nomination. 
 
The bitter 26-year conflict with the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam - who demanded a homeland for Sri Lanka's 
Tamil ethnic minority - ended in May 2009 after govern-
ment troops finally crushed the insurgents. 
 
Thousands of civilians were trapped inside a military cor-
don in the island nation's north-east in the closing phase 
of the conflict as government troops hemmed in remnants 
of the militants and pounded the area with heavy artillery, 
mortars and combat aircraft. 
 
Aid groups complained that Sri Lankan forces deliberately 
targeted civilians during the fighting, especially in the 
province of Mullaitivu, while the government accused the 
Tamil Tigers of imprisoning locals for use as human 
shields. 
 
UN estimates at the time put the civilian death toll at more 
than 6500 in the four months before Mullaitivu was finally 
overrun. About 300,000 Tamils were forced to flee the 
violence to emergency camps. 
 
The fighting sparked the 2009 exodus of asylum seekers 
from Sri Lanka, many of them later attempting to reach 

Admiral Samarasinghe (right) with President Rajapaksa. 
Photo: Reuters 
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Concerns over Sri Lankan Envoy– cont 
Australia by boat from Indonesia. 
Admiral Samarasinghe commanded operations in the 
country's eastern and northern waters during the final 
three years of the fighting. Earlier, he was a base com-
mander on the Jaffna peninsula, a one-time Tiger strong-
hold. 
He retired from the navy 10 days ago and Sri Lankan 
media report he is expected to be Colombo's next repre-
sentative in Canberra, following the departure of the pre-
vious high commissioner in December. 
 
But former NSW Attorney-General and Supreme Court 
justice John Dowd - who is collecting evidence for the 
International Commission of Jurists to present to an 
eventual war crimes tribunal in Sri Lanka - said the nomi-
nation raised concerns. 
 
''The nature of a war crime, it doesn't necessarily have to 
be the person who fires the shot or gives the order,'' he 
said. ''The person in charge can be responsible for a war 
crime and commit a war crime by not stopping it. 
 
''It's very difficult to see how anyone in a senior com-
mand position - army, navy or air force - is not going to 
have a likelihood of allegations of war crimes, and indeed 
evidence of war crimes.'' 

 
Mr Dowd said he had recorded stories of shelling of 
civilians from naval vessels offshore during the war in 
Sri Lanka. 
 
It is not the first time a proposed appointment of an 
ex-military figure has complicated Australia's ties with 
Sri Lanka. Retired general Janaka Perera's posting to 
Australia in 2001 sparked local community protests but 
he remained as high commissioner until 2005. 
Australia's relations with Indonesia were also poisoned 
in 1995 after Canberra was forced to reject the nomi-
nation of a former Indonesian general, Herman Man-
tiri, who had earlier excused a military crackdown in 
occupied East Timor. 
 
Diplomatic cables released by WikiLeaks in recent 
weeks show the US believes a war crimes tribunal in 
Sri Lanka will not occur as President Mahinda Raja-
paksa bears much of the responsibility for the abuses. 
The civil war in Sri Lanka is thought to have cost up to 
100,000 lives. 
 
http://www.theage.com.au/national/concern-
over-sri-lankan-envoy-20110123-1a17i.html 
 

Public Relations Team’s Report 

 This month, the Australian Tamil Congress Public Re-
lations and Political teams have been working round the 
clock on what began as a rumour that former Sri 
Lankan Navy Admiral Thisara Samarasinghe has been 
nominated by Sri Lanka to be High Commissioner in 
Australia.  

 

Our hard work has paid off, and keen genuine Austra-
lian journalism has covered this concerning news in 
great detail. The story was first covered by  Daniel Flit-
ton of The Age newspaper on Monday 24 January. 
Soon, television news, radio current affairs pro-
grams, radio news, other esteemed newspapers, and 
various websites followed suit.  

 

 

Dr Sam Pari– Australian Tamil Congress   

http://www.theage.com.au/national/concern-over-sri-lankan-envoy-20110123-1a17i.html
http://www.theage.com.au/national/concern-over-sri-lankan-envoy-20110123-1a17i.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Zw0DSPcedo
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/news/local/news/general/war-crimes-cloud-over-envoy-choice/2055385.aspx?storypage=0
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/article.aspx?id=8201045
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New South Wales Report 
Queensland Flood Relief- Parramatta 
Mall- 22 January 2011 

 

NSW team hosted a lunch at Parramatta Mall to raise 
funds for the Queensland Flood Relief Appeal. Several 
members donated food and provided assistance on that 
day. It was good to see a team of young Tamil Austra-
lians participating and helping. 

Members from the local Labor party, Greens party and 
representatives of the state and federal members of par-
liament attended the lunch. 

Parramatta Council generously provided us with the free 
stall for the fundraising.  

NSW team with their dedication and team work made 
this event successful raising over $900. 

ATC hosted lunch to raise funds  for the  Queensland 
Flood relief appeal on Saturday 22nd January 2011 

ATC volunteers at the stall   

Food for Sale at Parra M
all 
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New South Wales chapter report cont... 

Thamilar Ondru Koodal- Australia Day event 

 

Annual Australia day event was celebrated by the Tamil 
Community in Sydney.   

At the request of ATC- NSW political team several 
members of parliament and candidates for the upcom-
ing state election attended the event. 

Mr. Laurie Ferguson-Member for Werriwa, Ms Julie 
Owens-Member for Parramatta,  Ms Michelle Rowland- 
Member for Greenway, State Member of Parliament for 
Toongabbie- Mr. Nathan Rees attended and spoke at 
the event. 

From the Greens party, Ms Lee Rhiannon and other 
candidates for the state election attended. 

The hard work of ATC’s political and PR teams 
was evident with all of the speakers acknowledging 
in their speeches ATC’s work and the close ties 
they have built with ATC by attending several fo-
rums and other events hosted by ATC.  

The Hon. Nathan Rees , MP with ATC NSW  Director Dr 
Gowripalan and supportive members 

Mr. Laurie Ferguson, MP at the Australia Day event  

Ms Michelle Rowland, MP-Greenway speaking at the 
Australia Day event 
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Victorian team collected gifts during the festive season 
for the  the residents living at Inverbrackie, Adelaide, 
Perth and Villawood detention centers. Goods included 
sarongs, shirts, toys and sports equipment were donated 
by ATC well-wishers.  

ATC Victorian chapter  successfully formed a Women's 
Advocacy group. Founder members of the women's advo-
cacy group met the State parliamentarian Ms Bronwyn 
Half Penny, MP  and raised the issue of Issaipriya 
murder and discussed the campaign strategies to advance 
women's rights. 

For the team to be successful Victorian chapter is encour-
aging more Tamil women to come forward to advance the 
advocacy for the suffering women and children. 

 

Victorian chapter report 

Some of the gifts collected by the Victorian chapter 
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Queensland chapter report 
VANNI PROJECT - Community Development 
through the Learning Environment 
  
The Queensland Chapter has been busy developing a 
project to assist those in need of help in Vanni. The 
proposed  project endeavours to provide selected 
small Vanni community children with quality educa-
tion program and self-employment opportunities for 
the parents under the theme "HEAL" -Health, Entre-
preneurship, Academic and Livelihood. Though 
Queensland Chapter is initiating the project, the in-
tention is to seek voluntary participation/ 
assistance of various ATC Chapters, Public Sector 
Agencies and NGOs tosponsor various sub-
components of the project once preliminary imple-
mentation arrangements are finalized  

HEAL have five primary goals: 

Educational goals: to educate and train children in 
order to improve their future l ives;  
Institutional goals: to help school become effective 

small business incubators for the community;  
Economic goals: to help create jobs through identifying 
and utilizing untapped opportunities in the local econ-
omy; 

 Health goals: to provide basic health care services, dis-
ease prevention and health promotion to the school 
community 

Individual goals: to help foster a sense of empowerment 
and heighten the capacity to be successful productive 
community member. 

After extensive profiling Semamadu Maha Vithiyalam 
(Co-Educational ) in Vanni was selected as a base for 
community development through learning environment. 
Preliminary concept paper is now complete and work is 
in progress to reactivate the Old Students Association 
that will act as the primary focal and implementing 
agency on the ground while other agencies are been 
identified to coordinate related activities. 
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Queensland chapter report cont... 
Project Components 

In order to achieve the five goals, the project will have 
several components and each component will encom-
pass sub-components to enable any organization or 
individuals to sponsor the component of their choice, 
either jointly or severally. 

The components of the project are: 
1.     Semamadu Maha Vithiyalam Renovation 
2.      Sub-Health Centre 
3.      Self-Employment Microfinance 
4.      Small Scale Agricultural Development 
5.      Vocational Training Centre 
Costing for some of the components are complete. 
Others are awaiting response from local agencies. It is 

anticipated that within next few weeks project paper 
will be finalised once project implementation local is-
sues are identified and addressed. 

QUEENSLAND FLOOD VOLUNTEERS 

 A number of ATC Chapter members and new arrivals 
volunteered and helped families during the recent flood 
crisis in Brisbane. LOBBYING ACTIVITIES 
Activities includes attending branch meetings of politi-
cal parties and  constant communications with Queen-
sland based Senators, Members of Parliaments, Trade 
Unions and Ministers who are updated with issues re-
lating to our community. 

ATC’s initiative to raise funds for Queensland 
Floods Relief  Appeal 

In the past few months, Mother Nature's fury has 
shown little mercy, with floods devastating parts of our 
homeland in Eastern provinces of the island of Sri 
Lanka, and parts of our adopted home in Queensland 
and Victoria, Australia.  
 
At the time, Queensland was experiencing one of the 
worst natural disasters in Australian history, and the 
ATC team on 12 January 2011 initiated an appeal to 
raise funds for the Queensland Premier‘s Relief Ap-
peal. A message from the Chairman of the, Dr Raj  
Rajeswaran was sent to members requesting the Tamil 
community to support our fellow Australians in their 
time of grief. Our team worked hard to get tax deducti-
bility for donations received for this purpose and had 
the appeal to raise funds by ATC approved by the Pre-
mier‘s Department. 
 
Since then however, floods have continued to devas-
tate Eastern provinces of the island of Sri Lanka and 
Victoria. We encourage you to dig deep in this time of 
need to donate to the various charities collecting funds 
for the victims of the floods in Eastern provinces of 
the island of Sri Lanka and Victoria. 
Several members, feeling part of the wider Australian 
Community and wanting to give back to the country 
which had given us a safe haven, generously donated 
to the ATC appeal. In NSW, the NSW team hosted a 

lunch at Parramatta Mall to raise funds for the ATC 
Appeal To date we are still receiving donations. 
 
At the Australia Day event held in Sydney, ATC had 
a stall and collected donations as well . Members of 
Parliament and others who attended the event com-
mended the Tamil community‘s involvement. The 
Members of Parliament acknowledged and thanked 
the Tamil Community in their speeches for the com-
munity's contribution to their fellow Australians. 
 
To date the appeal has raised over $3000 in dona-
tions will continue till 15th February 2011. 
Several members of ATC have also called and 
emailed us suggesting we raise funds for the Queen-
sland floods and since our appeal was launched, we 
have been inundated with messages of appreciation 
and encouragement for the initiative.  
 
The ATC Executive Team is very pleased that our 
members are taking an active role by suggesting and 
volunteering for projects. 
 
ATC was formed as a grass root organisation for all 
the members to be part in the crusade for peace and 
justice to all Tamils living in the island of Sri Lanka 
and it was evident by the over whelming support by 
members for this appeal. 
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ATC appeal to help the flood victims in Queensland 

Message from the ATC chairman 
Dr. Raj Rajeswaran 
Dear members, 
 
I am sure that you are all aware of the devastating 
floods which continue to impact the people of Queen-
sland. Many communities have been devastated with 
some families losing everything. It is a very grim and 
desperate situation. 
 
As a community devastated by tsunami and civil con-
flicts, we can relate to the pain and suffering endured by 
our fellow Australians. It is our duty to help these peo-
ple in whatever way we are able to. 
 
The Australian Tamil Congress will collect donations 
from our members, friends and through other fundrais-
ing activities. These funds will be collected through our 
Special Fund account and the proceeds will be donated 
to the Queensland Premier’s Disaster relief appeal. 
Please be generous and donate for this worthy cause. 
I thank you all for your continued support to ATC. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Dr Raj Rajeswaran 
Chairman 
Australian Tamil Congress 
Donations to ATC appeal to the Queensland 
Flood Relief is Tax Deductible 

Donations to ATC appeal are tax deductible 
 
We are glad to inform our members and supporters that 
ATC has been authorised to fundraise for Premier’s Dis-
aster Relief Appeal for flooding in Queensland. The au-
thorisation gives credibility to all our fundraising efforts 
and any donations over $2 will be tax deductible. 
  
 We ask donors to email your name and address to  
 admin@australiantamilcongress.com or call 1300 660 
629 so we could organise receipts to be sent directly to 
the donors by the Queensland Government. 
 

How can you make donations: 
 
Direct Credit: 
 
Account Name : Australian Tamil Congress (Special 
Fund Account) 
 
Bank: Commonwealth Bank of Australia 
Account number : 066124 - 1032 5665 
 
Details: State/member name 
Paypal 

Please visit our website 
 www.australiantamilcongress.com 

Q
ueensland flood devastation  

http://www.australiantamilcongress.com
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Message from President of  Global Tamil Forum-
Rev. Father S.J.Emmanuel 

|Global Tamil Forum 
A New Year Message 

on the World Day for Peace 
Today, the first day of the New Year, the World Day for Peace. 

I wish you and your families, a genuine Peace in your hearts 

devoid of all insincerity, misconception and hatred 

and built on mutual love, recognition and respect for all. 

Since peaceful human life is threatened everywhere today 

not merely by natural disasters but more by man’s inhumanity to man, 

by upsetting the order of nature and the unlimited production of 
weapons, 

Let us all do our best to make this Planet a safe and peaceful Home for man. 

Turning our attention to our own homeland, the island of Sri Lanka 

Which is blessed by God with beautiful landscape and climate, 

And enriched with a rich diversity of race, religion and heritage, 

We have all failed to make this isle a peaceful home for all inhabitants. 

Looking back into the brief period of the last six decades, 

We are all convinced that we have ruined this God-given Paradise. 

We are all to some extent guilty of selfishness, greed, pride and hatred 

and have done nothing or very little for preserving peace on this isle. 

This is a day not to heap accusations on the other, nor to claim innocence 

But to recognise, respect and acknowledge the other as the other, 

in his or her God-given character and context, strength and weakness 

so as to see the other as the other, and love him and her in that otherness. 

What has worked against the unity and peace of this island 

Is our reluctance to accept the variety and diversities in our homeland, 

And our sinful desire to rule and impose our self-interest on the other 

By using even force to make the other become like ourselves or a mere slave. 

If Peace is to be given a chance in our island for the future 

we all must accept in Truth, the reality of the God-given diversities, 

desire sincerely a Peace for all, built on Justice to one another 

So as to recognise, respect and wish the other to flourish in the otherness. 

More harm is done by the passivity of the good people 

than by the activity of bad people. 

Peace is not the result of the majority passively watching and waiting, 

Rev Father S J Emmanuel-President –
Global Tamil Forum 
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Message from President of  Global Tamil Forum-
Rev. Father S.J.Emmanuel...cont 

while the minority among them go ahead with their evil plans and actions. 

 

Peace has to be built against the evil attempts of those 

who bull-doze differences and diversities of language, culture and religion 

just to achieve their self-desire for power and wealth. 

We all must become active, raise our voices and struggle hard for Peace. 

I wish all my brothers and sisters who consider this island as their homeland 

more light, common sense and courage to listen to their conscience 

see and understand the reality of the present situation , 

and to join hands with one another in the struggle for Truth, Justice and Peace. 

 

 

Father S.J. Emmanuel 

28.12.2010, Germany 

President - Global Tamil Forum 
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Conflict of  another kind 

Not too long ago one lazy Saturday morning, I was 
interrupted by my boy while in the middle of my 
Saturday morning ritual — reading the weekend 
newspaper. He asked, “Were you sad when you were 
in jail daddy?” In those moments of solitude, such 
question inevitably filled my head and swirled 
around like ice crystals carried on a north wind. 
This was certainly a shock to me because I never 
told him that I was thrown in jail during my teen 
years in Sri Lanka. He must’ve overheard the con-
versations between my wife and me — when we 
thought he wasn’t listening. “Yes,” I said. “Are you 
happy now?” The curious little one continued. 
“Yes” I repeated. He countered, “Why daddy?” 
“Well, because I feel safe to live with my family in 
Canada — that’s why.”  He gave me a peck on the 
cheek and said “Why Canada is safe for Tamils and 
what about the Tamils in Sri Lanka?”  
Gradually we forget. Or at least I forgot. After dec-
ades of living in the West, I only occasionally think 
of this. Even the time or two I accompanied my 
friends at parties in more recent years seemed, to 
me, a concession to my past. But the six year old 
challenged my thoughtlessness.  
So why do we, Sri Lankan Tamils, live in the 
West?  

Obviously, this question of why has no direct impact 
on the lives of Westerners. But the answer is sym-
bolic of a larger issue for Tamils in the West, which 
is why we have made great efforts to get here.  
 
Almost sixty years after the British left behind rich 
tea crops in the mellifluous mountains, picturesque 
pristine beaches, and the precious stones – Sapphire 
and Garnet, the Sinhala nationalism has overtime 
turned the nation of Sri Lanka into a hell on earth 
for Tamils. 
 
State of emergency means organized political oppo-
sition is a practical impossibility. This gives the mili-
tary to practically invite the extremists to conduct 
anti-Tamil witch hunts. Political opponents, insuffi-
ciently loyal followers, independent journalists and 
people of wrong ethnic background have a habit of 
winding up dead, imprisoned or in exile from this 
‘Democratic’ Sri Lanka. 
 
By this it is not just Tamils and their defenders who 
suffer, the comparatively moderate Sinhalese also 

die, as a result. Other than the brainwashed or the brain-
dead, it is hard these days to find any sane person who feels 
recent Sri Lankan military victory is a matter for rejoicing.  
 
For many years, people of Sri Lanka — Sinhalese and Tamils 
— were forced to see policies, which are designed to reflect 
a strategy of: “If you think Sri Lanka is for everyone, you 
ought to try ignorance.” I used to take an almost perverse 
delight in being politically incorrect about countries with bad 
leaders. Now I see otherwise: There is no humane way to 
destroy a country. If one was to give out Olympic medals for 
poor governance, Sri Lankan leaders would take the gold, 
silver and bronze. 
In Sri Lanka there is an unholy alliance between the political 
and the military establishment. There, the two is a reminder 
that state aggression often grows from persecution of Tamils 
first by the politicians and then the savagery is subcontracted 
to recreational sadist in the Sri Lankan military. The cover 
— ‘Fighting Terrorism’ — is only a strategy intended to 
bamboozle major developed countries — a geopolitical ver-
sion of an affinity scam. 
For, as the historical record makes it clear, while the Tamils 
are utterly hopeless at any form of ethnic cleansing, it is 
something at which the Sri Lankan government, alas, has 
always excelled. Many families lost sons and daughters 
robbed of a lifetime of riches, and in my teenage years I 
could not have understood the implications. But now I had 
to acknowledge my delinquency as an adult.  
It never seemed fair that someone had to give up their life 
just so that we can go on living ours. We may find it increas-
ingly hard to rationalize the experience of war, but at least 
we must acknowledge that the peaceful, prosperous lives we 
live in the West as a sign that we have kept the faith in hu-
manity.  
Another decade ended few days ago, but part of us still 
mourns those years we were separated from our loved ones 
in Sri Lanka when we set out to start a new life in far away 
lands decades ago. It's the same part that is inconsolable that 
the provocateurs who like to play with matches in the tinder-
box of racial and ethnic confrontation in Sri Lanka are still 
free to roam.  
Tamils much prefer a country, which includes ample consti-
tutional protection with no room for abuses by the state. 
Tolerance of all communities — including not only minority 
communities, but also culture and religion — is a defining 
quality of “Western democracy.” Sadly areas of the world — 
like Sri Lanka — in which such tolerance is not widely ex-
hibited tend to be far more inhumane and not prosperous.  
 

By Roy Ratnavel 
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Conflict of  another kind...cont 
World leaders should not only assure the security 
of their own fellow citizens; they also need to stand 
up for endangered minorities elsewhere in the 
world. 
 
Collectively we will continue to ponder many 
mothers’ silences, friend’s sacrifices and cultivate 
gratitude of our own. After the shock, after the 
denial, after the acceptance and the struggle but 
before the end, there was the question, will we re-
member them?  
 
The words “lest we forget” do not resonate as 
strongly with all the Tamils today because not all of 
us have had the same experience with war as those 
who actually received the brunt of Sri Lankan sav-
agery. I can only hope that those who did fight, and 
those who do remember, do not take such emo-
tional distance as pathetic indifference, but rather 
accept it as an invisible memorial to their sacrifice, 
and their suffering.  
Yet any anxiety or survivor’s guilt we felt never 
materialized in answers. Although too late for ques-
tions, it is not too late to remember. We can reflect 
on the real price paid by them for a lifetime of 
peace, freedom and opportunity for Tamils in Sri 
Lanka — but never granted. Because of this, I ac-
knowledge that today I am fiercely proud as a 
Tamil — more than ever. 
With time, many of us will find peace with the past 
and will be content in the present — in the West. 
But we know all that came at the price of so many 
years of turbulence and the extraction of so many 
lives. I wonder if it has to — if there is a way to 
marry our two different worlds of experience with-
out pain, without struggle, without conflict. I don’t 

know that there is.  
I knew between Canada and Sri Lanka there would be con-
siderable differences — in climate especially. I wasn’t 
shocked by the snow, or rather the lung-numbing cold that 
hit me the moment I stepped out of the airport’s revolving 
doors.  
The one thing I was not prepared for, however, to find 
myself in the midst of many uniformed officers a short 
while after deplaning. No sooner my heart pounded out my 
chest cavity and sweat glands were pushed into overdrive. 
Having grown up in a country where freedom is a rare 
commodity and the slaughter of innocents is common; 
Tamils’ collective brain is tattooed with abuse of uniformed 
officers and the terror they inflicted in our hearts.  
Minutes after landing in Canada form a country where po-
lice officers abuse the citizenry, as I walked I was paralyzed 
with fear and I tensed reflexively when I saw two well-built 
police officers walking towards me. As we passed by the 
corridor, they looked at me and said, “Good afternoon.” It 
was at that moment I decided to become a Canadian. 
I am safe, I thought. Then it hit me: If only all of the 
Tamils’ stories ended the same way.  
“What about the Tamils in Sri Lanka?” Deep in my heart, I 
know that the question my boy asked me can be answered 
emphatically with an “I don’t know” to silently suppress his 
innocent grief.  
 
But I admit this is no longer an appropriate emotional re-
sponse.   

roy_ratnavel@hotmail.com 

Disclaimer : The views expressed are those of the au-

thor and do not necessarily reflect the views of ATC 

by : World United Bloggers 



In the past, only a fraction of Tamils have participated in politically active groups.  Today the need is for a united 
and concerted action.  We need to draw the silent majority and fresh blood into political awareness to convey the 
collective view of our community effectively.   
  
We have some major projects and we cannot succeed without membership numbers and the funds that can gener-
ate! We are aware that a strong membership base is paramount to have a viable platform to make an impact. We 
earnestly request your help at this critical time to join our efforts. Being member of ATC, you will be entitled to par-
ticipate in various ATC working groups and influence the direction.  

You can contribute in various ways to our long-, medium- and short-term activities in humanitarian, legal, political, 
community, and communication fronts. 

Please join us in our crusade for peace and justice by having your family and friends join ATC! 

Articles and feedback to the National Newsletter 

Please send us your views and creations to be included in our Newsletters to 

newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com 

Disclaimer : The views expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of ATC 

Postal Address: 
P.O. BOX 22 COMO WA 6952 AUSTRALIA 
Tel: 1300 660 629  
Web: http://www.australiantamilcongress.com 

Vision 

“Australian Tamil Congress is formed in order to create a congress of our people, for our people 
and by our people based on the principles of justice and peace amongst ourselves, and to provide 
for a common voice in promoting our general welfare, prosperity, independence, equality, security 
and peace”                            

Mission 

“The Australian Tamil Congress encourages the positive participation of Tamils in Australian 
society, highlights issues of importance to Tamils, upholds core Australian values and engages 
other communities, governments and organisations in addressing the socio-cultural and political 
concerns of Tamils. ”                            

Objective 

“As part of an international Tamil human rights and political organization dedicated to generating 
change through ‘Collective Global Tamil’ action to institute and educate people on Tamils’ right 
to survival and self-determination, and to promote the safety, welfare, economic development of 
Tamils worldwide; and to teach the lessons of the Tamil Genocide in Sri Lanka for future genera-
tions. ” 

Australian Tamil Congress: On a Crusade for Peace and Justice 

Australian Tamil Congress 


